CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS

 

As of September 1, 2004 the JCAHO (Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations) have required the following standard be met:

 

 “Standard HR.1.20 for staff, students and volunteers who work in the same capacity as staff who provide care, treatment, and services, at EP 5 states criminal background and regulation and organization policy.”

 

This means that if state law, regulation or hospital policy requires background checks on all employees, volunteers and students, JCAHO expects them to be done on all three categories.

 

In response to this, the Medical Center and the Schools are required to do criminal background checks.  Please note on your bill the charge for the agency and State Police fees.  Higher fees are required for New York State.  In addition, you will be required to sign a release form either at orientation for new clinical students or in class for continuing students.
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